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ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT (IMPOUNDING AND CONFISCATION OF VEHICLES) BILL 2016 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.08 pm] — in reply: I will wind 
up my remarks concerning the Recreational Trailbike Riders’ Association. I have already canvassed most of the 
material raised, but generally in the correspondence from the association, concerns were raised about possible 
restrictions that the Road Traffic Amendment (Impounding and Confiscation of Vehicles) Bill 2016 might have 
on the use of motorcycles on quiet bush trails and state forests away from residential areas. I suppose we could 
debate whether quiet bush trails should be disturbed by the sound of motorcycles. But the fact is that the police 
do not police those trails currently. If they receive a complaint about behaviour, they look into it. If a specific 
complaint is made about riders behaving in a manner to endanger other users of the state forest, police will 
investigate it and take appropriate action in those circumstances, as they currently do and will do in the future. 
However, enforcing the use of licensed or unlicensed vehicles on those trails is not something that is currently 
engaged in nor will it be in the future.  

The intent of the legislation and the Western Australia Police is to enforce and address not only reckless 
behaviour but also antisocial behaviour of riders of unlicensed motorcycles on public roads, which has the 
potential, if not the fact, of endangering, harassing, intimidating and alarming other road users, such as 
pedestrians, cyclists and children, and of disturbing the peace. It is highly unlikely that members of the 
Recreational Trailbike Riders’ Association of WA engaged in lawful activities would come to the attention of 
the police at all. I accept that the association has concerns about the bill. The government does not accept that 
they are well-founded concerns or that any amendment or revisiting of the legislation is warranted at this time. 
Of course, if it turns out that there has been some unforeseen circumstance or consequence of the legislation, that 
will be addressed with alacrity. On that note, I commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Michael Mischin (Attorney General), and passed. 
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